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their' remains and for traces of the oldest cultures.
Arguing with this hypothesis as a basis, we can scarce-
ly imagine migrants from the warm, verdured* well-
watered Pacific Islands, or from southern Asia,
settling down on the arid, desert west coast of South
America, or on the equally forbidding plains and
deserts of our own Southwest.
Assuming that Central America was thus the first
settled portion of America, or even of middle Ameri-
ca, It is obvious that, as the population increased and
the limited area of this narrowest portion of the hemi-
sphere became more or less congested, there would
have been migrations to the north and south, and that
these migrants,, from a district wherein the races had
already made progress toward civilization, would
have carried the germs-- of their cultures to other lands,
where, under wholly different conditions and environ-
merit, totally distinct cultures and civilizations might
have been developed from the same stock.
Still another reason for believing that Central
America was the cradle of prehistoric civilizations is
the fact that In no other portion of the New World
were there so many distinct cultures within an equal
area. Throughout Central America, from Mexico
to Colombia, we find remains of Innumerable ancient
races who had attained such advanced cultures that
they approached civilizations. Many of these ex-
tremely ancient peoples had developed remarkable
arts and Industries. Their ceramics were of the high-
est quality; they executed marvelous stonework and
sculptures; they were experts in working gold, silver,
copper and other metals; they cut and carved the
most refractory of gem-stones, and In some of their